
WAYNE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES FOR MARCH 8, 2011
The Wayne Township Planning Commission held their regular monthly meeting on March 8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wayne Township Building. Members Present: Rod Shemory, Anthony Fasano, Mitchell Christensen, Terry Condo and Charles Harter  Also in attendance: John Noltee,  Mae and Joe Johnson, Gary and Mary Myers, and Zoning Officer Gary Smith 
Chuck Harter made a motion to approve the February 8, 2011 minutes as presented; the motion was seconded by Anthony Fasano and was unanimously approved.

New Business:

Zoning Officer Gary Smith provided information to the Planning Commission with regard to First Quality’s plans to seek a variance at the Nutek (Bldg. 8) facility to construct a 60’ silo.  He explained there are currently two silos at the site that are 40’ high and the proposed 60’ silo exceeds the height requirement of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance. 

According to Zoning Officer Smith First Quality plans to construct two 60’ silos but are only seeking a variance for one silo at this time.

A discussion was held and Terry Condo suggested that First Quality proceed with getting approval from the Zoning Hearing Board for both silos at the same time even though they may only be ready to construct one of the silos at this time.

Further action on the matter was not required.

Zoning Officer Smith said he met with two representatives of the landfill regarding what they would like to do with the land along McElhattan Drive.  He said the landfill is looking to create an eight foot tier on the property and are planning on constructing an administrative building and will have an area for employee parking and equipment parking.  He said he made the suggestion during the meeting that they move the equipment parking to the back portion of the property.
A discussion was held regarding rezoning the property to Light Industrial and the possibility of the landfill proceeding with their plans under the current zoning of Village Center.
Old Business:

Zoning Officer Smith presented a copy of the Highway Occupancy Permit for truck parking on property owned by the Maguires.

Gary Myers asked the Planning Commission to address placing restrictions on mobile homes and suggested increasing the square footage from 700 sq. ft. to 1200 sq. ft. 

Mary Myers suggested that the Zoning Ordinance be changed requiring that mobile homes be “owner occupied”.
Zoning Officer Smith said he believes there would be a problem enforcing an ordinance requiring that mobile homes to be owner occupied, as an owner may decide to move out and someone else moves in and then the Zoning Officer would be blamed for the property not being owner occupied.
A discussion was held and Chuck Harter said he is not in favor of placing restrictions on mobile homes within the Township as he himself started out living in a mobile home  and has since built two homes valued over $200,000 within the Township.  He asked if Mr. and Mrs. Myers were aware that there was a mobile home being used as a rental behind their home when they purchased the property.  Mary Myers said she was told when they bought their home that there would be no more trailers located next to their property.
Mary Myers complained that property owners need to be protected as mobile homes decrease property values.  She also stated that mobile homes are not permitted in Pine Creek Township unless they are in a mobile home park and that Crawford Township requires mobile homes to be located on two acres and to have a buffer.

Rod Shemory suggested requiring that all mobile homes be placed on a permanent foundation.  

Planning Commission members said that would not be feasible as any new mobile homes being placed in Chatham Village would have to be on a permanent foundation and that would not be cost effective.

Planning Commission member Terry Condo said the Planning Commission would have to find a way to regulate mobile homes that would be favorable to the entire township. He suggested that Mr. and Mrs. Myers look at zoning restrictions placed on mobile homes in other local townships and bring the information back to the Planning Commission for discussion.
There being no additional business, Terry Condo made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mitch Christensen, the motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.






 Respectfully submitted,







__________________________________







  Darlene S. Macklem, Secretary



