
WAYNE TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING
OCTOBER 28, 2013
A Special Meeting of the Wayne Township Supervisors was held October 28, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wayne Township Municipal Building, with David Calhoun, James Maguire and Katharine Dershem present.
Also in attendance: Peggy Fanning, Harold & Diana Heaton, Jim & Peg Johnson, Ardell Gardner, Audrey Patterson, Brian Owczarek, Colleen and Rick Owczarek, Michelle Mader, Doris Fritz, Amy Amacher, Don White and Greg Smith.
Chairman Calhoun stated the purpose of the special meeting was to consider purchasing real estate located at 2 McKinney Road owned by Rick and Colleen Owczarek adding that an appraisal has been completed on the real estate.

Solicitor Welch explained that a written sales agreement signed by all parties would be required for the Board of Supervisors to purchase the property, adding that the Township cannot pay anything over the appraised value for the property.
In addition, the Board must decide if they would like to make an offer on the property and if an offer is made and accepted by the Seller, the Board would then have to approve entering into a written sales agreement and authorize the Chairman and Secretary to sign the agreement on behalf of the Township.

According to Attorney Welch, the Board of Supervisors previously discussed the possible purchase of the Owczarek property during a work session, and due to time constraints, Chairman Calhoun, obtained an appraisal on the property and now the Board must ratify his actions.

Supervisor Dershem made a motion to ratify Chairman Calhoun’s obtaining an appraisal on the Owczarek property which were based on actions taken during a work session.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Maguire and was unanimously approved.

Public Participation
Doris Fritz, member of the Recreation Committee, said she is in favor of the Township purchasing the property and hopes that the back portion of the property will be able to be used to increase the size of the current ball field and believes the property will be an asset to the Township.  She suggested that the Township may be able to use the house located on the property to store historical items and the possibility of utilizing the restrooms and noted the small building on the property could be utilized for a concession stand.

Mrs. Fritz said members of the Recreation Committee agreed that the Township should pursue the purchase of the property.

Greg Smith of the Clinton County Planner’s Office
Greg Smith of the Clinton County Planner’s Office presented plans he prepared for the park which include a 250 ft/ ball field for Junior League teams which consist of children 13 years of age and older.

The plans also included fencing around the ball field, additional parking areas, including handicapped parking, a pavilion, dug outs, restrooms, bleachers, press box and score boards.  The estimated cost for the ball field, dugouts and fencing was estimated to cost between $35,000 and $40,000. 
Mr. Smith estimated the cost for restrooms at $44,000, and noted the price does not include the water line or electric being hooked up.  He was unable to provide an estimate on the concession stand which will house the electrics for the scoreboard.

A discussion was held regarding various grant applications that may be submitted which, if successful, would help fund the project.  He also suggested that in the future the property would be a hub for the rails to trails and would possibly be designated as an area for parking on the DCNR Rails to Trails Map.

Peggy Fanning

Peggy Fanning asked if the ball field would be open for use by the public.

Greg Smith said the only thing that would be locked up would be the press box.

Sales Price
According to Chairman Calhoun the Owczarek’s were asking $229,000 for their property and the appraised value is $218,000.

Supervisor Maguire asked Mr. and Mrs. Owczarek if they would be willing to negotiate the price of the property.

Mr. and Mrs. Owczarek said they would accept $218,000 for the property and were not willing to negotiate any further as to the sale of their property.

Supervisor Maguire questioned if the septic system would be able to be utilized by the Township for the project being proposed.

Greg Smith suggested that the Sewage Enforcement Officer be contacted to look at the septic system(s) to determine what it is comprised of and if it is acceptable for use by the Township.

Supervisor Maguire questioned whether Attorney Welch did a title search on the property.

Attorney Welch said that a title search is generally not completed until a signed sales agreement is in place.

Supervisor Maguire questioned the acreage of the property and after a review of the appraisal from Fahien Appraisals; the Board noted that the property consists of 1.88 acres.
Supervisor Maguire said he spoke with Jay Alexander, General Manager, of the Landfill and noted that he was unable to make a financial commitment to the Township for the purchase of the property.

A discussion was held regarding possible contingencies to be included in the purchase of the property, such as there be no additional exceptions or reservations on the property other than those listed in the appraisal and that the title must be free and clear of any liens and placing a time limit for the mobile home to be removed from the property.

Supervisor Dershem made a motion to proceed with purchasing the Owczarek property exclusive of the mobile home which will be required to be removed from the property on or before the date of closing.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Maguire and was unanimously approved.

Secretary Macklem asked Attorney Welch if the 2013 Budget would be required to be amended in order for the Township to expend money for the purchase of the property.

Attorney Welch agreed to research the question and said if it would be required that the Board of Supervisors should do that at the November meeting.

Executive Session

Chairman Calhoun called an Executive Session to discuss a legal matter at 7:35 pm and the special meeting was called back to order at 7:50 pm.

Solicitor Welch explained that the Supervisors discussed the appeal filed by Tri-M Group to the Zoning Hearing Board Decision requiring the company to construct a 10 ft. fence requesting that the height of the fence be changed to six feet as required in the Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

As the Township is automatically a party to any proceeding of the Zoning Hearing Board, Attorney Welch said the Supervisors have the option to do nothing or to enter an appearance and to either argue against the 10 ft. high fence or in favor of the 10 ft. fence.
Due to time constraints, Solicitor Welch asked that this matter be considered during the meeting even though it was not on the agenda, adding that the Board could call a special meeting if needed or the Board can ratify their action during this evening’s meeting at the next Township meeting.

Supervisor Dershem made a motion to take no position in the matter allowing the Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board to handle the appeal.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Calhoun with Supervisors Dershem and Calhoun voting in favor of the motion and Supervisor Maguire abstaining noting a potential conflict of interest.
Supervisor Maguire made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Supervisor Dershem, the motion was unanimously approved and the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Darlene S. Macklem
Secretary/Treasurer
