
WAYNE TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING
MARCH 8, 2011
The Wayne Township Board of Supervisors held a special meeting to finalize the terms of the Road Use Agreement with CGG Veritas on March 8, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Wayne Township Municipal Building, with David Calhoun, Thomas Chitwood and James Maguire present.
Those also in attendance: Zoning Officer Gary Smith, Ardell Gardner, Carolyn Hanna, Gary and Mary Myers, John Noltee, Rod Shemory, Rod Stabley, Marion Spong, Mae and Joe Johnson, Justin McCauley, Bill Carter, Russell Johnson, Rick Gardner, Tom Duran, Kathy Dershem, Anthony Fasano, Carl and Judy Swartz, Bill Garner, Dennis Norman, P.E., Scott Sheppard of CGG Veritas, Jim Runkle of The Express, Police Chief Dave Winkleman, and Paul D. Welch, Jr., Esq.
Scott Sheppard of CGG Veritas stated that the following requirements have been met and the Company would like the Township to approve of the Road Use Agreement with CGG Veritas and give the company permission to proceed:
1. Designation of township roads where vibroseis trucks are going to be used and provide a criteria for use, maintenance and post-use repair by CGG Veritas;

2. Name Wayne Township as an additional insured to the liability insurance policy of CGG Veritas;

3. Obtain a Road Maintenance Bond.
Mr. Sheppard stated an Engineer has been hired to videograph the roads before, during and after CGG Veritas completes the work.

Bill Garner asked what the purpose was for the testing.

Scott Sheppard explained that the seismic testing is being done to determine the depth of Marcellus Shale in the region for potential natural gas drilling.  

He further explained that the survey includes laying recording devices like cables and geophones across roads, and drilling "shot holes" on private lands. The cables are designed to detect the small explosions from the shot holes, creating a three dimensional, schematic picture of the layers of rock beneath the surface to determine the presence of shale and natural gas deposits.
The company also uses vibration trucks to augment the process where the explosive charges can't be used.

CGG Veritas sells the information to oil and gas exploration companies who will then use the data to determine if they are interested in an area. The data is limited to parcels covered by property owners who have signed agreements, comprising about 82 percent of the township Sheppard said.
The company is seeking to create a three dimensional seismic survey, a method of making a model of what's beneath the surface of the earth, by using sound waves to determine the type and shape of sub-surface formations.

The small explosive charge is placed about 20 feet deep and Sheppard characterized any noise from setting off the charge as a "small thump" that will be hardly noticed by nearby residents. In any case, he said, the charges won't be located anywhere close to houses, wells or buildings, and he said his company is willing to send out representatives to specific locations to calm any fears property owners might have about their own homes and water wells.

The reflected sound waves are picked up by listening devices called geophones, laid out along a seismic line by cable.

As for those who don't want their property surveyed, while the ground waves might pass through their property below-ground, any data from those particular parcels is blanked out and unavailable to CGG or gas companies, Sheppard said.
Mae Johnson asked where the dynamite used for testing is stored.

Mr. Sheppard said the dynamite is not stored in the township, and is stored off-site.

Mary Myers complained about the noise from the helicopter.

Mr. Sheppard responded that the helicopter speeds the process up and “the quicker I do this, the quicker I get out of here.”
Sheppard said all the appropriate permits, including permission from the Federal Aviation Administration, have been obtained.

Chairman Calhoun read the conditions of the agreement out loud and asked if there were any questions on the conditions of the agreement.
Attorney Welch stated that the Supervisors need to set an amount for the road bond.  

A discussion was held and the amount of the bond was calculated using the state rate of $12,500 per mile and the bond amount was set at $180,000.

Supervisor Calhoun made a motion to approve the Road Use Agreement contingent upon receipt of the $180,000 bond by Township Solicitor Paul Welch.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Maguire and was unanimously approved.

There being no further business, Supervisor Maguire made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Supervisor Chitwood, the motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Darlene S. Macklem 
Secretary
