
Wayne Township Planning Commission

Minutes for Monthly Meeting, March 11, 2014
Attendance: Board: John Noltee, John Raymond, Rodney Shemory, Terry Condo, Roxanne Embick, Mitch Christensen, Anthony Fasano Public: Jim Maguire, Janet Bowman, Alan Bowman
Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Terry Condo, Chair.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Terry Condo.
Approval of Minutes - John Noltee made a motion to approve the February minutes. Rod Shemory seconded the motion. Motion carried.
New Business
Janet Bowman submitted a request for subdivision. The property is not connected to her other property so Mrs. Bowman would like the parcel to have its own deed. Five copies of the plan were provided. Terry stated that we can continue as long as a 6th copy is provided. A non-building waiver is included in plans. The subdivision checklist was reviewed. There are no deed restrictions or covenants. Owner was advised that Erosion and Sedimentation Plan would be required before building. Township driveway Permit would also be required when building. The lot is zoned open space/recreation space. Subdivision ordinance was reviewed deemed that the lot size meets requirements. Residual lot is nonconforming but it was that way prior to this request. Motion was made to approve by John Noltee. Motion was seconded by Mitch Christiansen. Motion carried.
Old Business:

A discussion was held regarding the recommendation of which business the township should hire to write the new Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance. We spoke with three firms at a meeting held on February 27, 2014. The first group was Rettew, a business out of Williamsport. They were seen as a very qualified group. If the price was right, it was thought that they would be a good fit. The second group, Carson Helmrich, would be a good fit depending on cost. The one short coming would be that they are a greater distance from Wayne Township. Mid Penn seemed more like they would “write our book” but not provide the guidance or suggestions offered by the other two groups.

John Noltee preferred the Carson Helmrich group. John Raymond preferred Rettew but liked the Carson Helmrich group as well. Rod Shemory preferred the Carson Helmrich group because of their past work and ability for one-on-one contact. Roxanne Embick liked both Rettew and the Carson Helmrich group with a preference for the Carson Helmrich group. 

Mr. Maguire stated that this will be further discussed at the supervisor’s work session on Thursday March 13. He also pointed out that Rettew and Mid Penn both have people who are skilled at grant writing. John Noltee stated that Helmrich listed grants as an area of expertise.
Terry asked for each member to provide an opinion by Thursday so that Terry can deliver them to the Supervisors for their work session. Motion was made by Rod Shemory to take a vote for a recommendation if the cost were the same for any of the groups. The motion was second by John Raymond. Vote was five for Rettew, two for Carson Helmrich, zero for Mid-Penn. John Noltee stated that he believes we would get the most value for the money from Carson Helmrich. Terry stated he would bring all opinions to the work session on Thursday night.
Public Participation - None
Adjournment - John Noltee made a motion to adjourn. John Raymond seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Roxanne Embick, Secretary
