WAYNE TOWNSHIP MEETING
FEBRUARY 21, 2011
The Wayne Township Board of Supervisors held their regular monthly meeting on February 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wayne Township Municipal Building, with David Calhoun, Thomas Chitwood and James Maguire present.
Those also in attendance: Zoning Officer Gary Smith, Ardell Gardner, Thomas D. Sarosi, Jr., Carolyn Hanna, Marie and Paul Bowmaster, Robin Condo, Gary and Mary Myers, Doris Fritz, John and Cindy Nolte, Bobby Maguire, Jay Alexander, Tom Charles, Craig and Becky Levi, Rod and Lorraine Shemory, Russell Shemory, Rod Stabley, Marion Spong, Mae and Joe Johnson, Frank Lapp, Justin McCauley,  Bill Carter, Russell Johnson, Jim Johnson, Peg Johnson, Lori Maguire, Pete Smeltz, Jeff Snyder, Rick Macklem, Tom Duran, Karl Wolfe, Jim Runkle of The Express, Police Chief Dave Winkleman, and Paul D. Welch, Jr., Esq.

Supervisor Maguire made a motion to approve the minutes for the Reorganization Meeting held January 3, 2011, as submitted, seconded by Supervisor Chitwood, the minutes were unanimously approved.

Supervisor Maguire made a motion to approve the minutes for the monthly meeting held January 3, 2011, as submitted, seconded by Supervisor Chitwood, the minutes were unanimously approved.
Supervisor Maguire made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, seconded by Supervisor Chitwood; the Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
Police Report:

Police Chief Dave Winkelman presented the police report for the month of January.  There were a total of 61 incidents which included the issuance of six Citations; eight verbal warnings, five written warnings; two motor vehicle accidents; one hearing; and three thefts with officers working a total of 70.25 hours.  The Township’s portion of paid citations totaled $173.75 for the month. 

Police Chief Winkleman reported that the ice skating rink and one of the pavilions at the park were vandalized last night and requested that anyone who may have information on the incident to contact him.  He also reported that counterfeit money is being used in the area.

Chief Winkleman also reported he will be attending truck training at the State Police Academy next month.

Public Participation:

Tom Sarosi questioned the pink ribbons on properties throughout the Township.

Chairman Calhoun explained the ribbons are being used by CGG Veritas who is preparing to perform seismic testing throughout the Township.

Attorney Welch said as of this date the Township does not have a signed agreement with CGG Veritas to use the Township Roads for seismic testing.
Bill Carter complained of motorized vehicles being on the new rails to trails and asked about the possibility of fencing or planting trees along the trail.

Chairman Calhoun said the Township will be putting up gates on each end of the trail and have discussed the possibility of putting up a split rail fence along the walking path.

Supervisor Maguire said the Township is going to put more screening in and when the weather breaks the gates will be put up as well.  

Chief Winkleman requested that residents cal the Communications Center to report incidents rather than calling him directly in case he is not on duty one of the other officers will be dispatched.

Old Business:
Supervisor Chitwood requested the Board have more time before rendering a decision on the Zoning Map Amendment for properties located along the East side of McElhattan Drive that would change the zoning from Village Center to Light Industrial to determine if a zoning change is necessary  to facilitate the Authority’s plans for a new administration building and parking.

Landfill Director Jay Alexander said he would be willing to work with the Township as to determining whether the zoning change is needed to facilitate the Authority’s plans.

Supervisor Maguire agreed that Village Center allows for professional offices as a conditional use but believes the zoning change was being considered for uniformity.  He added that the Township has received a recommendation for approval from both the Clinton County Planning Commission and the Wayne Township Planning Commission.

Landfill Director Jay Alexander said the zoning change was being sought for uniformity more than to qualify for a new entrance. He characterized the effort as a "paperwork" step, and told the supervisors there was no firm schedule of events to deal with, should they decide to investigate their options further.  He said the landfill permit does not include those properties along McElhattan Drive and the landfill has no plans to extend the landfill to that area.  The intention is to build an administration building, use the existing township road for employee parking, and to have a parking area for landfill equipment.  We also plan to work with PennDot and the Township to determine if a new access road is needed for the landfill.
Steve Simcox questioned why the landfill does not have to submit plans for the property to the Township.
Attorney Welch stated this is a zoning issue and the Township cannot legally request information on their building plans.  When the landfill applies for a building permit they must submit plans.

Marie Bowmaster said she heard the landfill is developing too close to the Quiggle Cemetery and thought there was a requirement for a 100’ buffer around cemeteries.
Attorney Welch said he researched the statues and found nothing that requires an adjacent landowner to stay 100’ from a cemetery.

Jay Alexander said the landfill is away from the property line and is planning to create a buffer between the landfill and Quiggle Cemetery.

Chairman Calhoun said he met with Jay Alexander and Steve Simcox about the cemetery and what Jay is proposing will be an improvement to the cemetery.

Supervisor Chitwood made a motion to table the matter until further research can be done to see if the landfill plans for the property could be completed in the Village Center Zoning District. 

Supervisor Maguire said we are again talking about a use of the property rather than the zoning issue.

Jay Alexander said again that the landfill’s plans are for employee parking, truck parking and administrative offices and if the community is good with it we could start to put ideas together as to how we could do that in the Village Center Zoning District.  He said there is no set time frame to develop the properties.

Supervisor Maguire asked Attorney Welch what time frame the Board would have to make a decision on the matter.

Attorney Welch said he did not know without researching the matter how long the Supervisors have to render a decision without having to go through the whole process again.

Chairman Calhoun requested Attorney Welch research the matter and report back to the Board as to the time frame.

Supervisor Chitwood again made a motion to table the matter to a later date; the motion was seconded by Supervisor Maguire and was unanimously approved.

Supervisor Maguire made a motion to table consideration of Ordinance 02-21-2011 amending the Wayne Township Zoning Ordinance to allow extraction of natural resources as a conditional use in the Agricultural and Light Industrial Zoning Districts pending further discussion at the request of several property owners that would be affected by the ordinance.
A discussion was held as to why the matter should be tabled and Township Solicitor Paul Welch said the change was an improvement over present zoning regulations, which would allow extraction in any zone, and said the conditional-use designation meant the Supervisors could and would place reasonable, industry-related restrictions based on public welfare, should an actual project be brought before the Board.
Robert Maguire said he owns 800 acres of land that would be affected by the ordinance and also said he only heard about the proposed change at 11 a.m. Monday, and he asked the board for more time to examine the amendment change and return later with additional public comments.

Mr. Maguire asked what lead to this amendment and what the impact would be on landowners and why the change is being considered at this time.

Attorney Welch explained that the Supervisors have talked about the possibility of heavy truck traffic on township roads associated with drilling operations and said the change would include commercial water extraction which the Supervisors would have no control over at this time.
Mae Johnson asked why the Supervisors couldn’t vote based on the majority of what the residents attending the meeting want.

Supervisor Chitwood said there are at least 1400 people living in the Township and he did not see 1400 people in attendance.  He added that maybe the Board needs to consider allowing extraction of natural resources as a conditional use for the entire Township and not just the Light Industrial and Agricultural Zoning Districts.

Supervisor Chitwood seconded the motion to table consideration of the ordinance and the motion was unanimously approved.

Chairman Calhoun reported on the status of the Engineering Report on Sisters Lane from HRG Engineering and said that the Supervisors and Attorney Welch would be meeting with HRG during a work session to discuss the report.

Chairman Calhoun said that the possibility of purchasing the old Shoemaker barn from the Maguire family was discussed last November to be used for historical purposes and asked residents for their opinion on the matter.

Robin Condo said she would be in favor of the Township buying the barn as it is one of the few historical buildings left in the Township.

Rod Stabley suggested the Supervisors have a professional determine what would need to be done to the building before buying it.
Marie Bowmaster asked what the cost of the barn would be.

Supervisor Maguire said the barn is owned by his parents, Jim and Shirley Maguire and the price has not been determined.

Robert Maguire said the former Shoemaker mansion may soon be on the market as well.

A discussion was held regarding the possibility of purchasing both buildings for historical and recreational purposes.

Supervisor Maguire told residents that if it was not for the landfill and industries within the Township it would not be possible to do any of the things we are doing here in the Township. 
He said he looked at this year’s budget and what the township was set to accomplish and it would have cost property owners about $1,000 each to finish those tasks and make those purchases.  Instead, he said, primarily due to the location of an industrial park in the township and the sold waste authority’s annual host fee to the township, property owners are paying no township real estate taxes at all.

New Business:

Jeff Kreger presented subdivision plans on behalf of LTM-7 Associates, LLP for the seven acre McDonald’s property.  The property is located in the Highway Interchange Zoning District which provides for a 1 acre minimum lot size.  The subdivision creates the following lots:

· Lot No. 1:  McDonald’s 2.769 acre residual parcel

· Lot No. 2:  1.614 acre parcel

· Lot No. 3:  1.608 acre parcel

· Lot No. A:  1.001 acre add-on to Highway Equipment property

The survey provides for an additional eight foot right of way for Fritz Road for widening and utilities and a combined driveway access to Lots 2 and 3.

A discussion was held regarding whether there is a 50’ right of way on Fritz Road and Attorney Welch recommended that Dennis Norman, P.E. review the plans and confirm via email or letter to the Supervisors verifying the 50’ right of way prior to the Board signing the subdivision plans.

Supervisor Chitwood made a motion to render conditional approval on the subdivision plans pending review and written confirmation of the plans by Township Engineer Dennis Norman relative to the 50’ right of way shown on the subdivision plans.

Robert Maguire said the Board needs to make sure there is a 50’ right of way along Fritz Road.

Karl Wolfe asked if the development of these properties would take care of the water problem at his Mother’s home along Fritz Road.

Supervisor Maguire said storm water management would be addressed when land development plans are submitted.

Supervisor Maguire then seconded the motion made by Supervisor Chitwood and the motion was unanimously approved.

Supervisor Maguire said that Attorney Welch researched a couple of items for the Board, one of which was whether the Township could do a memoriam at the Piper Museum for Frank Swinehart who was a former Wayne Township Supervisor and asked Attorney Welch to summarize his opinion to the Board.

Attorney Welch said he researched Pennsylvania’s Second Class Township Code and could not find anything to directly support the ability of the Supervisors to provide such a memoriam.  However, should the Supervisors decide to provide such a memoriam that a Township resident/taxpayer could file suit and the Supervisors could be surcharged.

Supervisor Maguire reported that he spoke to the Chief of Police of Lock Haven and will set up a meeting with him to go to the Sportsmen’s Club shooting range.  He said it is necessary to move the shooting range at Zindel Park before any improvements can be made at the park.  He said the other option would be to obtain a membership for City Police Officers at the Sportsmen’s Club.  The cost to move the shooting range was estimated at between $30,000 and $40,000.  

A discussion was held and Supervisor Maguire asked for permission from the Board of Supervisors to negotiate an agreement with the Sportsmen’s Club and the Chief of Police on behalf of the Township Supervisors.

It was the consensus of the Board that Supervisor Maguire negotiate the matter with City Officials and the Sportsmen’s Club on behalf of the Board.

Supervisor Maguire said he received a request on behalf of the McElhattan United Methodist Church for a right of way through to run the gas line from Chatham Village through the walkway to the Church.

Attorney Welch said the Board does not need anything in writing but should get a copy of the completed plans for the gas line.

Supervisor Chitwood said the Recreation Board obtained a quote from Brownie’s signs to re-paint the sign at the former Betroblen property to say “Future Site of the Wayne Township Nature Park” for $2300.

It was the consensus of the Board not to proceed with the signage due to the cost.

Lorraine Shemory requested the Zoning Officer give a monthly report at the Township meeting.

It was the consensus of the Board that the Zoning Officer give a report on permits issued within the Township during the monthly meetings.

Rod Shemory asked the Supervisors to consider revising the zoning ordinance to require the square footage of older mobile homes being moved into the township 700 sq. ft. gross floor area.  He is proposing the ordinance be amended changing the amount of gross floor area from 700 sq. ft. to 1100 sq. ft.

Attorney Welch said it is up to the Supervisors whether they would want to pursue amending the ordinance and if they should decide to proceed, the same procedure would be followed as was followed for the two matters before the Board this evening.  The amendment would go before the Clinton County and Wayne Township Planning Commission, a public hearing would be held and then the a decision is rendered.  He said the Planning Commission also has the ability to review such matters and recommend them to the Supervisors.
Rick Macklem said by amend the ordinance and change the square footage requirement from 700’ to 1100’ the Township will eliminate 14 x 65 mobile homes which are 950 sq. ft. and 14 x 75 mobile homes.

Mary Myers said there should be a requirement that mobile homes be owner occupied.

Marie Bowmaster did not agree with those restrictions because it means telling people how they should live and what kind of house they can have.

Steve Simcox asked about the tractor trailer traffic on Shoemaker Road.

Russell Johnson said after meeting with the Zoning Officer and Supervisor Maguire it was decided that trucks should travel that portion of Shoemaker Road and because the tanker trucks cannot make the curve at the top of the hill they should use the portion of Shoemaker Road that leads to Spook Hollow Road to reduce the number of trucks exiting and entering Shoemaker Road at the prison.

Mr. Johnson claimed he is not running a business and the trucks are empty when driven on Shoemaker Road.

Zoning Officer Gary Smith said according to his interpretation of the zoning ordinance, Russell Johnson parking trucks on his property does not meet the specifications of a truck terminal and he read the definition out of the Zoning Ordinance book to those in attendance.

Mae Johnson read a portion of the February, 2010 Township meeting minutes pertaining to road weight limit and bonding and asked what has been done by the Board.

Supervisor Maguire said a sample ordinance and sample road use agreements were brought in for the Supervisors to review.  The Engineering study on the roads was completed November 6, 2009.  Whether to have a road bonded is an option for the Supervisors.  In order to require the road be bonded, the road must be properly posted.  We could force them into a road use agreement, past history the Township adopted the figure the State used which is $12,000 per mile and that will not cover the cost of road repair.  The Supervisors have not made the decision that the road needs to be bonded.  We have talked about widening the road and replacing culverts which will alleviate storm water problems along the road.  Also, Officer Winkleman is going to truck training school which will help with the issue of truck traffic and road bonding.

Mary Myers said it is the law that they must bond the road.
Supervisor Maguire requested Attorney Welch research the road bonding issue to see if it is up to the Township’s discretion whether a road is to be bonded.

Supervisor Maguire said the Board of Supervisors have been considering whether they should opt in to the UCC Building Code.  
A discussion was held and Supervisor Maguire made a motion that the Township Solicitor notify the state of the Township’s intention to opt in to the UCC Building Code Program, the motion was seconded by Supervisor Chitwood and was unanimously approved.

Robert Maguire said that Rick Vilello, Hanna Electric and M&R Contracting recommended that the Township opt in.

Gary Myers asked if you can point discharge storm water onto your neighbor’s property.  

Supervisor Calhoun advised him that is not allowed.
Supervisor Maguire made a motion to approve the invoices as submitted; the motion was seconded by Supervisor Chitwood and was unanimously approved.

There being no further business, Supervisor Maguire made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Supervisor Chitwood, the motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Darlene S. Macklem

Secretary

